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Built for Zero Canada is an ambitious national change 
effort helping a core group of leading communities 

end chronic homelessness 
– a first step on the path to eliminating all 

homelessness in Canada.



33 Participating BFZ-C Communities

3



Registry Week
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What is a Registry Week?
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• A kick-off or acceleration event to end homelessness in your community

• A proven intervention, developed and tested in the 100,000 Homes and the 

20,000 Homes Campaigns 

• A mechanism to collect actionable data on people currently experiencing 

homelessness & plan for moving them into permanent housing

• A mechanism to bring together community stakeholders in a coordinated 

effort



Why do a Registry Week?
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• Supports Reaching Home requirements for BNL/CA.  Use to either:

 Initiate your By-Name List and Coordinated Access

 Verify or strengthen your existing By-Name List and enhance Coordinated 
Access efforts

• Can be combined with the Federal requirements for a Point-in-Time 
Count

 Leverage your PiT planning efforts – easier to add on a Registry Week than 
to plan an entirely separate Registry Week event at a different time

 Flexible to meet your community's needs – Registry Week can be one or 
multiple days



Benefits of a 
Registry Week

• Create a sense of urgency

• Mobilize community to action

• Develop actionable, person specific information 

• Data to immediately improve targeting of scarce 
resource

• Data to power advocacy

• Begin alignment of homelessness response 
system 

• End homelessness one person at a time
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Combining the PiT Count 
and Registry Week

1. Introduction and consent 
to participate

2. Federal PiT survey tool

3. Additional consent to 
allow collection and 
storage of personal 
information (BNL)

4. Common assessment tool 

5. Additional local questions
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Understand local homelessness Understand local homelessness

PiT Count Registry Week

Purpose of a PiT / Purpose of a RW

Focus on the population Focus on the individual

Enumerate absolute homelessness Reach as many as possible 

Measure progress and change Identify individuals with high acuity

Identify system needs
Begin building BNL to identify system 

needs

Contribute to national picture Contribute to national effort



Count Similarities and Differences
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Is it a 

count?

Is it time-

bound?

Does it have 

identifying 

info?

Does it 

include a 

common 

assessment?

What is 

Actionable?

Based on 

System 

Contact?

PiT Count Yes Yes No No Aggregate No

Registry Week 
(leads to By-Name

List)

Yes Yes Yes Yes
Aggregate  & 

Individual
No

By-Name 

List
Yes

No –

on-going
Yes Yes

System & 

Individual
Yes



Combining Methods: Implementation

Form 
committee

Identify 
coordinator

Develop local 
survey Qs

Identify 
survey 

locations

Plan for 
day(s)-of

Engage 
community

Recruit 
volunteers

Purchase 
supplies

Train 
volunteers

Hold PiT Count

Continue RW

Report back to 
community



The need to keep a PiT count day

• It is essential to maintain a PiT Count day, i.e., a 24-hr period that is 

considered the “count” day, which should be the first day of data 

collection.

• This gives you a PiT Count number that is comparable among 

communities and comparable within the community over time.

• Data collection can continue on subsequent days for the Registry 

Week (still using the combined survey tool). You can choose to 

include screening questions that add to your enumeration by 

referring back to the PiT day.



PiT Count + Registry Week

Day 1

PiT Count Day

Full PiT Count: 
Sheltered and 
Unsheltered

Day 2
Continue survey 

(e.g., service 
locations)

Screening for 
enumeration: Where 

did you spend the 
night on [DAY 1]?

Day 3
Continue survey 

(e.g., service 
locations)

Screening for 
enumeration: Where 

did you spend the 
night on [DAY 1]?



Registry Weeks are one-time events

used to gather as much data as possible. 

But without a backbone infrastructure, the list 

often becomes stale and ultimately 

unusable. 

By-Name Lists are updated in real-time,

and remain useful because the data is always 

recent.

*Registry Weeks can turn into By-Name Lists, 

with the right planning and system in place.

Registry Weeks vs. By-Name Lists
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Registry Week: How Do I Do It?

Where can I find 

support for planning 

my Registry Week?



Joint PiT/Registry Week Resources:
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https://bfzcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/PiT-and-Registry-Week-
Coordination-Packet-2020.pdf

https://bfzcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/Registry-
Week-Quick-Links-Document.pdf

https://bfzcanada.ca/registry-week-toolkit/

https://bfzcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/PiT-and-Registry-Week-Coordination-Packet-2020.pdf
https://bfzcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/Registry-Week-Quick-Links-Document.pdf
https://bfzcanada.ca/registry-week-toolkit/


Thank you!
Contact:
Marie Morrison
Director, Built For Zero Canada
Marie@caeh.ca

Kerri Kightley
Improvement Advisor
Built For Zero Canada
kerri@caeh.ca

mailto:Marie@caeh.ca
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